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Report Highlights: 

The first advance planted area estimates for 2016 indicate that a normal monsoon led to a marginal 

increase in overall Kharif season planting area. While the area seeded under pulses increased, there was 

an offset with an acreage reduction for cotton and sugarcane. According to the Indian Meteorological 

Department (IMD), rainfall for the southwest monsoon was 97 percent of the long-period average 

(LPA) though reservoir storage levels gained ground over last year. 
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General Information:  
 

Southwest Monsoon 2016 (June to September): Near the LPA 

Rainfall during the June to September southwest monsoon season was 97 percent of the LPA. 

Cumulative country-wide rainfall was 862 mm (33.93 inches) compared to normal rainfall of 887.5 mm 

(34.94 inches). According to the IMD, the onset of the monsoon was June 8 (a week behind normal) and 

the entire country was experiencing the monsoon by July 13 (against the normal date of July 15).  July 

was the wettest month of the monsoon with rainfall 7 percent higher than normal. 
  

The total sown area under major Kharif crops in the Government of India’s first advance estimates for 

2016 was 106 million hectares.  In 2015, total sown area was estimated at 105 million hectares. Area 

under pulses increased by more than 20 percent but there were acreage reductions for cotton and 

sugarcane. 
  

Northeast Monsoon 2016 (Oct-Dec): Starting Slow 

The cumulative country-wide seasonal rainfall from October 1 to November 2, 2016 was 54.8 mm; a 

significant departure from the LPA.  Normal rainfall over the same period is 83.5 mm. Several states 

recorded excessive rain during the same period, however, including, Rajasthan (123 percent above 

normal), Gujarat (greater than 200 percent of normal), and Chhattisgarh (24 percent above normal).  

Rains were considered fairly well distributed across agricultural districts that led to improved soil 

conditions and planting prospects.  
  

The Southern Peninsula receives about 30 percent of its annual rainfall during the northeast monsoon. 

On September 21, IMD forecast the seasonal rainfall during the northeast monsoon would be normal 

(i.e., plus or minus 10 percent of the LPA). 

 



 



 
 



 



 



 



 


